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Each year, the New York State Magistrates Association (NYSMA) seeks qualified applicants for the office of Director.  Directors serve on NYSMA’s Executive Committee and, for the most part, form the “pool” from which candidates for NYSMA’s officers’ positions are selected.


Although NYSMA members are always free to request the Nominating Committee’s consideration for any officer’s position, or to seek nomination for any office from the floor during the Business Meeting at the Annual Conference, the routine procedure is to apply for the Nominating Committee’s nomination for the office of NYSMA Director.


Director candidates must be a currently serving Town, Village or Acting Village Justice and a NYSMA member.  Although there are no further qualifications, it is recommended that candidates have served on the bench for at least four years and have attended at least one prior Annual Conference.  


Four Directors of the Association are elected each year at the Annual Conference.  The term of a Director is three years.  Occasionally, a vacancy requires that an additional Director must also be elected to complete a partial term.


Each Director will be expected to attend all five Executive Committee meetings which are held each year.  Two of these meetings are held during each Annual conference. The first is held in the afternoon of the Sunday on which the conference begins. The second conference meeting (which, of course, is the first meeting for Directors newly elected during the conference) is held in the morning of the Wednesday on which the conference concludes.


Additionally, a Saturday Executive Committee meeting is held each December, March and June at various locations throughout the State.  These locations are selected by the President. 


Each Director will be assigned to one or more of the Association’s committees by the President and will be expected to participate as directed by the Committee(s)’ chair.


An application form will be published in the Summer issue of The Magistrate and will need to be returned no later than August 9, 2012.


Please feel free to contact NYSMA’s office with any questions you may have relating to your possible candidacy, or for any other member concerns.  

